
Come. Play. Dance.  
  Be. Here. Now.
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9th to 22nd June 2014 in Catalunya, Spain

PERMACULTURE DESIGN 
CERTIFICATE COURSE 

A 72 HOURS CURRICULUM, FULL OF PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE, HANDS-ON 

EXPERIENCES AND DESIGN EXCERCISES IN A PLACE OF GREAT BEAUTY



PROGRAMME OVERVIEW

Though the problems of the world are 
increasingly complex,the solutions remain 
embarrassingly simple. 
     Bill Mollison

Sitting up in Can Lliure, our 
stunning  location for the programme.
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Programme Overview
This unique 14 day course will consist of a broad 
range of topics applicable to life anywhere on 
the planet,at the same time catering to specific 
needs of the participating students.

Topics will include:

• History and Definition of Permaculture 
• Ethics and Principles of Permaculture 
• Design Methodologies  
• Patterns in Nature, Culture and Society  
• Reading the Land – Observation 
• Land Restoration Techniques  
• Water Harvesting Techniques  
• Grey Water Recycling  
• Natural Building Strategies  
• Cultivated & Productive ecological Gardens 
• Food Forests and Plant Guilds 
• Appropriate Technologies  

• Integrated Pest Management 
• Compost 
• Soil 
• Water 
• Food Forest 
• Animal Management in Permaculture 
• And many more fun and dynamic activities!

The course is adapted to a wide variety of learning 
styles and is presented via lecture, images, video, 
group discussion, individual and group exercis-
es, and design projects. Class usually lasts from 
about 8 AM to 5 PM.

 
Who Is It For?
For everybody from young to old from all back-
grounds and all walks of life! Be aware that we will 
spend the 2 weeks in a natural environment with 
limited access to wifi and transport links.

A classic 14-day PERMACULTURE DESIGN CERTIFICATE (PDC) with a 72 hours curricu-
lum, full of practical knowledge, hands-on experiences and design excercises in a place 
of great natural beauty. The PDC programme integrates with opportunities for yoga, 
mindfulness, Deep Ecology and  outdoor adventures. The course takes place from the 
9th-22nd of June 2014 in a wonderful nature reserve, the Alta Garrotxa near Girona, 
Barcelona. Participants will be immersed in an inspiring, natural, learning environment 
while living with nature for the full duration of the course. The programme is camp-
based and fees are income-dependent ranging from 400,- to 850,- Euro.



WHAT TO EXPECT

What permaculturists are doing is the 
most important activity that any group 
is doing on the planet! 
               David Suzuki
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What to Expect

Permaculture uses ecological principles to design 
sustainable human communities that are har-
moniously woven into the environment and that 
aim to have the diversity, stability and resilience 
of natural ecosystems. It offers a framework for 
critical decision-making and right livelihood. It is 
a design approach for realizing a new paradigm, 
meeting human needs while preserving and in-
creasing ecosystem health.  

The Permaculture way of looking at things, eve-
rything is a gift, everything has a value, nothing 
should be wasted.

This spirit will be reflected in the learning com-
munity and atmosphere we shape together during 
the programme. 

Why a PDC With Us ?

1- It is a ethical and transparent investment.

2-It is a certified learning by doing experience 
with more than 5 group design exercises/presen-
tations. 

3- Facilitator’s combine an in-depth understand-
ing and many years of experience of permaculture 
at the personal, practical and community level.

4- We create space to help you crystallise your 
personal permaculture projects and dreams. 

5- Blending a classic permaculture curriculum 
with Active Earth’s approach to learning for sus-
tainability and human flourishing, theoretical and 
philosophical aspects will be delivered in a unique 
and deeply engaging way. 

6- You will have the chance to participate in other 
fun, outdoor activities like swimming in the beau-
tiful river, rock climbing, hiking in the valley, watch-
ing the sunset from the mountain, yoga, medita-
tion , mindfulness exercises and more! 

7- Plus you will get to wake up to an incredible view 
over the mountains and the unique location will 
provide a very special, natural learning experience 
far from the noise, pollution and hectic ambiance 
of the city! 



MADE WITH LOVE BY...

As well as creating and work-
ing with a wide variety of land-
based systems in all types of 
climatic environments, Rico 
brings over 40 years of experi-
ence in nature to his work. For 
the past 20 years he has been 
a Permaculture designer, con-
sultant and educator working 
with private individuals, farm-
ers, villagers and local organi-

zations in northern New Mexico, India, Cambodia, the 
middle-east and other parts of the world. This work 
focuses on assisting all levels of our global community 
to create culturally and environmentally appropriate 
life systems that are resilient and regenerative. He has 
also worked with local and indigenous cultures to help 
preserve traditional knowledge and technologies while 
adapting to and becoming active members of our rap-
idly globalizing world.

In addition to academic and professional credentials, 
Mr. Zook has spent more than 25 years living in nature, 
including long-term residencies in California’s Yosemite 
National Park, the demanding Sangria de Cristo Moun-
tains of Northern New Mexico, and as a homesteader in 

Northern California wilderness. For more than a decade 
as Land Manager for the Lama Foundation, a spiritual 
community and retreat center North of Taos, NM, Mr. 
Zook designed and transformed the rugged, semiarid 
high-altitude site that had been decimated by wildfire 
into one of beauty and productivity. Using permaculture 
practices and a lifetime of observation and interpreta-
tion of the natural world and how to create human har-
mony with it, he has built a visible and successful perma-
culture demonstration and teaching site. It is a model 
of design integrating the needs, resources and yields of 
community and nature in proactive and abundant ways 
with respectful and restorative impacts on the environ-
ment.

Mr. Zook is a graduate of Sonoma State University, from 
which he holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Environmen-
tal Studies focused on land restoration, with minors in 
Biology and Philosophy.

www.i-permaculture.org

Richard Rico Zook  | Permaculture Desinger, Consultant & Instructor
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Roman | PDC Facilitator

 
Roman has been studying and living in Permaculture 
Projects and Communities since 5 years which brought 
him to a diverse range of Projects, Countries, Climates, 
Cultures and People all over the planet.

He has lived, worked and learned in places like Africa, 
India, Nepal,Thailand, the Carribean and Portugal. He 
was part of 8 PDC Courses and his teachers and men-
tors include Alex Kruger (Berg en Dal Ecovillage),Rico 
Zook(i-permaculture), Bernard Alonso (Permaculture-
internationale) and Govinda Sharma (organichasera – 
Nepal).

Currently he is living in India and co-creating the Sap-
ney Farm Design with focus on perennial Gardens and 
Food Forest. He is part of the Permaculture Associa-
tion UK and at the moment doing his Applied Permacul-
ture Diploma with them.

http://www.permacultureglobal.com/users/2280-ro-
man-eisenkoelbl

 
Kate Curtis | Booking & Spanish Translation
 Kate grew up in South Africa where her love for nature 
began, she moved to Barcelona 6 years ago, where she 
recently completed a yoga teacher training, and has 
been working with children and adults  combining  art, 
yoga, acro-yoga, nature and storytelling as tools for 
workshops and language programs. She has partici-
pated in two PDCs in India as well as volunteering on 
various permaculture projects in Portugal, Spain and 

Thailand. She is also interested in using Deep Ecology 
practises as tools to create a deeper awareness of 
our role on this planet- she  believes that another way 
is possible.

Korbi Hort | Guide & Outdoor Facilitator 

 

As a qualified guide and facilitator Korbi draws on over 
15 years of experience and has safely led thousands of 
people through inspirational learning experiences. Kor-
bi is passionate about creating atmospheres in which 
people feel at ease and inspired to explore what truly 
matters to their hearts. He believes that wild nature 
is a great teacher. If combined skilfully with music, art 
and intellectual inquiry it can help people to expand 
boundaries and express themselves more fully. 

Korbi is a director at Active Earth Learning Ltd and 
initiated Easy Day, the Active Earth Foundation, the 
School of Youth and the Avalon School. He holds a Mas-
ters degree in Sustainability and Responsibility from 
Ashridge Business School and a BSc in Outdoor Edu-
cation from Edinburgh University. Korbi lives next to his 
cherished Sant Aniol valley in Catalunya, Spain.
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Accommodation and Food
We will be based in a beautifully renovated moun-
tain lodge, with spectacular views far into the 
pyrenees. Rooms are mainly shared or dormitory-
style. Camping is available too.

We will serve three delicious, vegetarian meals 
per day, locally sourced and organic where possi-
ble. And of course we shall enjoy plenty of tea and 
coffee breaks with light snacks.

Venues - Can Lliure, Pont de Valenti &The Valley
Active Earth Learning, our host for this PDC, runs 
programmes for sustainability and human flour-
ishing. Most of Active Earth’s activities take place 
in the Sant Aniol valley, which forms part of the 
Alta Garrotxa Nature reserve.  A pristine moun-
tain stream, carving its way through deep and 
colourful limestone cliffs, defines the valley. Crys-
tal-clear rock pools invite you to swim and well-
marked trails to hike and explore. 

Two of Active Earth’s projects, will serve as a re-
sources in our PDC: Can Lliure, a 100 hektar land 
area overlooking the Sant Aniol valley, and Pont 
d’en Valenti, in the heart of the valley and next to 
the creek. Both of these places are in the early 
stages of rebuilding house, and becoming a hub 
for nature based learning and education. Many 
course participants who visited the valley in the 

past have commented on its magic, peaceful and 
grounding effects.

Volunteers are welcome to stay on longer. Please 
contact korbi@active-earth.net for more infor-
mation. 

Cost
Sliding scale fees to allow for maximum accesability:

- annual income less 7000 € - 500 €  
- annual income less 10 000 € - 600 € 
- annual income less 20 000 € - 700 € 
- annual income more than 20 000 € – 850 €

Deposit: 200 Euro deposit to reserve your place 
as the student number is limited to 20 partici-
pants plus the rest of the course fee on arrival.

Booking & Information                                                                                                                         
For questions and to book your place please 
email:  permaculturainfo@gmail.com 

We will then send you an information and regis-
tration pack covering all further details. 

Travel
The location is reached easily by rail, road or plane. 
There are good flight connections to Girona air-
port (www.ryanair.com), or Barcelona airport (and 
on to Girona via a 1,5 h train journey). Getting to 
Girona by train is also very convenient. Please 
check out: http://www.seat61.com/Spain.htm for 
more information. 

We provide transfers from and to Girona, Figueres 
or local bus stations against a small fee. 



CONTACT

And above all, watch with glittering eyes the 
whole world around you because the greatest 
secrets are always hidden in the most unlikely 
places. Those who don’t believe in magic will 
never find it. 
         Roald Dahl

Active Earth Learning Limited
Carrer Sant Joan 18

17853 Tortellà 
Spain

www.active-earth.net
 permaculturainfo@gmail.com 

+34.699 960 134

Be the change you wish to 
see in this world.         
     Mahatma Ghandi


